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14.38 fiald transplant
operations,
coverage by WPS

Q. Several field agricuitural crops are grown using

transplants from nursery seedbeds. Most current
agricultural practice involves the-transplants being set
into the ground concurrent with an at-plant pesticide
application, Such transplant operations usually are
accomplished using the following two mathods: {1}
manual transplanting with cancurrent pesticide
application where the employees plant the seedlings
in advance of the spray-rlg, with the spray-rig
following behind applylng the pesticide; or {2)
mechanical transplant/application process whers
gquipment is a combination planting apparatus and
spray-rig on which employee(s} sit and feed seedlings
into the planting arm or whee! {depending-cn the
equipment) which mechanically sets plants into
ground while at the same time a pesticlde is applied.
Additionally, there may be an amployee following the
rig to assure that the planter/spray-rig is operating
and setting the plants in properly, NOTE: There are
several varlations of thase transplant type
operations where planting occurs at the same
time as pesticide appllcations (dip solutions, etc.).
How will these transplant operations be treated under
the WPRS?

A. Under the WPS, agricultural employers may not

allow any persan (including workers), other than an
appropriately trained and equipped handler, to enter
or ramain in the treated area during an application.
Further, employers and pesticlde handlers must
assure that no pesticide is applied so as to contact,
either directly or through drift, any worker or other
persan, othar than an appropriately trained and
atuipped handler.

For field transplant operations such as those
described In number one above (1), the employees
are considered workers since they are solely
performing hand-labor tasks as transplanters and are
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not involved in the pesticide application itsalf.

As such, they may nat enter or remain in a treatad
area during the application of a pesticide. If the
workers ¢an keep in front of the treated area (that
area to where the pesticide is being directed or has
hean directed} and the employer and handler assure
that the workers do not come into contact with the
pesticide or pesticide treated surfaces while
transplanting {directly or through drift}, then the
operation would net constitute a WPS viclation. itis
the amployer's respansibility to natify the workers of
the pesticide application and to assure that the
workers who are transplanting seadlings constantly
remain in front or outside of the treated area,

For figld transplant operations that occur congurrently
with pesticide application such as those deseribed in
number two above (2}, and for similar pesticide
applicatlons combined with another agricultural
operation which may require-additional employees to
oparate the supplemental equipment (at-plant sead
treatments, efc.), the Agency views the entire
operation to be part of a "pesticide application
process." Therefora, the employees will ba
considered handlers and are not subject to
restrictlons associated with remaining outside of the
treated area. However, all employees taking part in
such a transplant operation must be trained and
equipped as handlers, including those following tha
rig as described in the question above: These
employees may not perform tasks in the treated area
other than those described.above or otherwise
allowed by the regulation,

NOTE: In addition, i is the employer's responsibility
to comply with other applicable rules and provisiens,
e.g., the notiflcation requirements and entry
restrictions assoclated with nurserias.



